BRIEF GUIDE TO APPLYING FOR THE COMMONWEALTH SCHOLARSHIP TENABLE IN CANADA

As part of the Canadian Commonwealth Scholarship and Fellowship Program, the Government of Canada offers Singapore Citizens scholarships to undertake postgraduate studies in Canada. Normally, 1 to 2 awards are offered to Singapore. 

Scholarships are granted for a masters or doctoral degree in Canada. Candidates who have already secured a place with a Canadian university can also apply for the scholarship. 

The Public Service Division, Prime Minister’s Office, administers the Canadian Commonwealth awards offered to Singapore. 

Eligibility 

· Candidates must be Singapore Citizens
;

· Singaporean students already in Canada may apply; however, anyone who has obtained Canadian citizenship or who has applied for permanent residency in Canada shall not be eligible for an award;

· Normal minimum requirement for consideration is a Second Class (Upper) Honours degree; 

· Be available to commence studies in the academic year following the year of application for the scholarship;

· There is no restriction with respect to the age of the candidates, however, preference will be given to those who have obtained a university degree within the last five years;

· No awards will be given for undergraduate studies, a second doctoral degree, studies in medicine or dentistry, postdoctoral studies/research, clinical training, executive MBA programs including international aviation, or any other academic programs not publicly funded; 

· Previous Canadian Commonwealth scholars are not eligible for a second award;

· Candidates already enrolled in a doctoral program as a provisional or full-fledged doctoral student at a university in their home country, or a third country, are eligible to apply for non-renewable research scholarships only, and will not be considered for an award to undertake doctoral studies;

· All applicants must have sufficient knowledge of either of Canada’s official languages, English or French.

Note: Candidates who are public officers working in government agencies must submit their applications through their ministries.

Tenure of Awards

· Scholarships are granted for a master’s or doctoral degree in Canada. Awards for a master’s degree will be made for two academic years and the intervening summer, except in cases where a shorter period is required. The maximum tenure of an award for a doctoral degree is four calendar years, except in cases where a shorter period is required.

· Non-renewable scholarships to undertake research in Canada for up to twelve months are also available to assist individuals who are enrolled in a doctoral programme at a university in their home, or a third country.

Value of Awards

Each scholarship is intended to cover the expenses of travel, living and study, for the scholar only and includes:

· Transportation to Canada and return, by the most direct economy air passage, as arranged by the ICCS.  The cost of the journeys to Canada before the receipt of the award will not be reimbursed.  Scholars already in Canada before the receipt of the award are entitled to a one-way air fare to return home at the completion of their award;

· a settling-in allowance of $500 (CDN) and extra baggage vouchers for personal effects when returning to home country;

· approved tuition and other compulsory university fees (excluding board and residence);

· a personal monthly maintenance allowance of $1,100 (CDN) from the start date of the scholarship;

· approved medical and hospital expenses;

· an annual book allowance of $500 (CDN);

· certain research and equipment allowances.

As no dependent allowance is payable, it is essential that scholars who plan to bring their family to Canada have sufficient financial resources for their support.  If these resources are not available, serious consideration should be given to leaving the family at home.

Terms and Conditions

· A Canadian Commonwealth scholar will follow the program of study and research specified for him/her and abide by the regulations of the university or other institution in which he/she is placed.

· The holder of a scholarship will be required to stay in Canada during the tenure of the award. Scholars are expected to undertake their program of studies and research in Canada, but if necessary, on the recommendation of the course supervisor and when approved by the Canadian Commonwealth Scholarship Committee, travel to the United States to undertake essential research in connection with the program of studies may be authorized up to a maximum of two weeks per year.

· A scholar, or someone on his/her behalf, will not apply for permanent resident status in Canada. By accepting a Canadian award under this Program, a scholar undertakes the obligation to return home within one month of the termination of the award.

· Continuation of the award from year to year, if applicable, is conditional upon the satisfactory progress and conduct of the scholar.
· A scholar may not undertake paid employment without prior approval of the Canadian Commonwealth Scholarship Committee. Employment may be approved only if it is an essential part of the scholar's academic program and if it is undertaken during the summer. If employment is authorized, the scholar must notify the ICCS of the salary to be received and the commencement and termination dates of the employment. When a scholar undertakes paid employment there will be a dollar-for-dollar reduction in the stipend during the period of employment, no matter for how short a period of time within each month the scholar is employed.

· A scholar may not accept a full-time Teaching Fellowship, Demonstratorship or Assistantship. However, a scholar, may, during each year of the tenure of the award, accept a part-time Teaching or Research Assignment at the prevailing rate of pay at the university. This assignment must not occupy more than 200 hours per twelve-month period of the scholar's time, including preparation, presentation and marking.

· A scholar may not serve on the staff of a country's representative in Canada.

· A scholar will be permitted to hold other minor awards with a total annual value not exceeding $5,000 (CDN).

Awards are subject to normal Canadian income tax provisions. 

Placement in Canadian Universities

In their applications, candidates are encouraged to indicate their preference for particular Canadian institutions (up to three) where they would like to study as well as to submit a formal application for admission directly to those institutions. The Government of Canada, through the administrative agency, may decide to offer awards to be held in institutions other than those named by candidates. The administrative agency will find suitable places for successful candidates, and the scholarship will not be available at any institution other than the one(s) named in the notification of the award. If, after submitting an application form and before the offer of a scholarship, candidates make an independent approach to, or receive the offer of placement from a Canadian university, they should inform the nominating agency in their home countries immediately. In any event, the Government of Canada does not guarantee to make Commonwealth Scholarships available for placements which candidates themselves obtain.
Further information on the Canadian Commonwealth Scholarships can be obtained from www.aucc.ca or www.scholarships.gc.ca
Timeline

Applications have closed for the 2006 Canada Commonwealth Scholarships.
Applicants who are interested to apply for the 2007 Canada Commonwealth Scholarships are requested to check this website for updates in September 2006.  Typically, invitation for applications will start in September every year and the deadline for submission of applications from eligible candidates to the Public Service Division (PSD) would be in late November.

The results for the scholarship are usually announced in the following April for admission in the same year.  The unsuccessful candidates will receive notification from the Public Service Division.

Application Details

Candidates can download the application form from www.psd.gov.sg or obtain from the Prime Minister's Office, Public Service Division, 100 High Street, 
#07-01 The Treasury.  Please contact PSD staff at 6332 7030 or 6332 7284 to make arrangements before collecting the application form. Alternatively, you can email Patrina_Ng@psd.gov.sg or Thomas_Sim@psd.gov.sg to make arrangements or enquiries pertaining to the Canadian Commonwealth Scholarships.

Candidates must submit 7 sets of the application form with the required supporting documents attached in each set (only one certified copy
 of the birth certificate is required). 

Supporting documents MUST include:

1. Passport-size photograph;

2. A certified copy of the birth certificate;

3. Certified copies of university/college records/transcripts ('O' levels and above) in descending chronological order;

4. Biographical notes (one or two pages maximum) outlining academic career and/or work experience;

5. Three original reference letters on official letterhead: two of these must be from academic referees, and one of these academic references must be from the applicant's supervisor during his or her latest academic program of study. Character references and testimonials will not be accepted (only 1 original set is required).

6. Applications in the fine arts (painting, graphic arts, sculpture and photography), in music (composers, singer and instrumentalists), in architecture, and in film must include appropriate evidence of accomplishments (e.g. up to 20 slides of clearly identified original works in the fine arts, music, or architecture; audio or video tapes of up to 3 works in music or film).

Note: The application form and required supporting documents should not be presented in binders of any kind. Candidates may indicate their own preference for particular places of study, but the Government of Canada, through the administrative agency may decide to offer awards to be held in institutions other than those named by candidates.

Additional Requirements

Candidates applying for a Canadian scholarship should be advised that Canadian universities may require, for the purpose of admission, tests such as TOEFL
, GMAT
 and GRE
. Candidates are strongly encouraged to take any of those when applicable, and to have the results sent to the Canadian Scholarship and Fellowship Selection Committee.

Selection of Candidates

It is essential that official transcripts of academic records of courses undertaken and marks obtained, together with original letters of recommendation (not testimonials and character references), accompany each nomination so that the Committee as well as Canadian universities may make their decisions. In the event that a record of marks does not show proof of the degree having been awarded, it is necessary that such document also be submitted. The documents submitted must be originals or certified (attested) as a true copy. Uncertified (unattested) photocopies will not be accepted.

The provisionally selected and reserve nominees will receive notification direct from the Canadian Scholarship and Fellowship Selection Committee.

Successful candidates, and any accompanying dependents, must comply with the normal requirements for entry of students into Canada. These may include passing a medical examination.

The unsuccessful candidates will receive notification from the Public Service Division.
� Permanent residents in Singapore who are citizens of a commonwealth country should apply through their home country for a scholarship.


� Rates mentioned in this section are subject to change annually.


� A “certified copy” is a photocopy of the original document certified as being a true copy by a competent authority (that is, signed by a lawyer, medical doctor, justice of the peace, university administrator, etc.). Photocopies of <<certified copies>> will not be accepted.





� Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL): Candidates must have sufficient knowledge of one of the official languages of Canada, both written and spoken, to follow a programme of studies in Canada. Candidates expected to study in an English-speaking university and whose mother tongue is not English must demonstrate their ability by taking the TOEFL test. The minimum acceptable scores varies from university to university in the range of 550-600 but may be higher, depending on the program to be followed. Information and application forms may be obtained from TOEFL, Box 6161, Princeton, New Jersey, 08541 USA, or visit the following Web site: � HYPERLINK http://www.toefl.org ��www.toefl.org� . The code number for the International Council for Canadian Studies (ICCS) is 9939. Official Score Reports should be sent directly to ICCS from the Educational Testing Service.


 


� Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT): Candidates wishing to undertake the MBA degree (this includes Commerce, Accounting, Finance, Management, Marketing, etc.) must take the GMAT. Information and application forms can be obtained from the The Educational Testing Service (GMAT), P.O. Box 6103, Princeton, New Jersey, 08541 USA, or visit the following Web site: � HYPERLINK http://www.gmac.com/gmat ��www.gmac.com/gmat� . The minimum acceptable score varies from university to university in the range of 550-600. The code number of the International Council for Canadian Studies (ICCS) is 0200.





� Graduate Record Examination (GRE): In recent years, Canadian university graduate admissions have increasingly required candidates, before entry, to take the Princeton Graduate Examination (GRE). The GRE General Test and Subject Tests* are designed to assess academic knowledge and skills relevant to graduate study. Details may be obtained from GRE, Educational Testing Service, P.O. Box 6000, Princeton, N.J., 08541 USA, or visit the following Web site: � HYPERLINK http://www.gre.org ��www.gre.org� . *Subject Tests: Biochemistry, Cell and Molecular Biology, Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, Economics, Education, Engineering, Geology, History, Literature in English, Mathematics, Music, Physics, Political Science, Sociology.
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